A Simple Technique for Preservation of Fixation-sensitive Antigens in Paraffin-embedded Tissues: Addendum
Our recent publication (1) has aroused considerable interest and one common question concerning preparation of the solutions described in the paper. All of the solutions used in the study were prepared as follows. Mix to dissolve. The final pH will be approximately 6.8 (6.5-7.0). Do not readjust the pH, as this will cause the zinc to come out of solution. Small amounts of insoluble zinc oxychloride often contaminate zinc chloride. This may result in a very small amount of white precipitate. This will not cause any problems but can be removed by filtering the solution.
The fixatives can also be utilized without buffer, with the Eis concentration at 0.05 M, or with the addition of NaCI, if desired, for the cells or tissues being fixed. Other buffers in this pH range may be used if they are compatible with zinc salts.
